A Quick Guide to IPENZ Transactions Publications
Introduction

IPENZ Transactions (formerly engineering treNz) is web-based publication providing a medium for peer-reviewed learned papers to be published on the IPENZ website to all Members. Members are invited to contribute papers to be peer reviewed for this. Suitable papers provide information representing advances in engineering knowledge that is not available elsewhere. They must be relevant to the New Zealand engineering profession and be potentially useful to a selection of New Zealand’s professional engineers.
Suitable papers provide information representing advances in engineering knowledge, records of major projects or reviews of specific issues not available elsewhere. The information must be relevant to the New Zealand engineering profession and be potentially useful to a selection of New Zealand’s professional engineers.

Publication criteria

Articles for publication in IPENZ Transactions should take the form of a Note or Project:
· Notes should record significant advances in engineering knowledge, records of major projects or reviews of specific issues not available elsewhere which are of relevance to the New Zealand engineering profession.
· Projects should record significant advances in engineering practice in the context of New Zealand projects or developments.

The key criteria for deciding whether your paper is suitable for IPENZ Transactions are:

· Does your paper represent an advance – that is, does it contain information not available elsewhere?

· Is it relevant to the New Zealand engineering profession – that is, is it potentially useful to a section of New Zealand’s professional engineers?

Writing and formatting

Unlike most material published on the Internet, IPENZ Transactions is a learned publication addressed to a specific professional audience. This means:
· You can assume that your reader is a fellow engineering professional sharing much of your engineering knowledge.
· Papers should follow the academic conventions regarding writing, formatting, referencing etc. Refer to the Template which gives detailed specifications and examples of these conventions.

Publication process

1. Submission: manuscript submitted electronically to the Editor.

2. Initial review: manuscript reviewed for suitability by the Editor to ensure it includes enough material of sufficient quality and relevance.

3. Peer review and correction: manuscript peer reviewed anonymously; approved or rejected outright, or recommended for revision and resubmission (see below).

4. Proof correction: proofread paper returned to the author for final checking.

5. Publication: paper published on the IPENZ website.

6. Comment: comments posted on website at Editor’s discretion.

Peer Review

Papers published in IPENZ Transactions are peer reviewed and edited by two members of the IPENZ Transactions editorial panel. Their reviews certify the integrity of your paper and our publication. Reviewing procedures are fair and open, the aim being to help authors develop and improve their work. Although some stages of the publication process are necessarily formal we encourage informal contact for discussion and advice. We have dedicated support staff for each publication that provide a point of contact during the refereeing and production processes. This helps to ensure the whole process is as smooth as possible while maintaining a high standard. 

How to get started

It may surprise you that writing an article is usually NOT the first step. First you need to decide on your publishing objectives.  Do you want to share interesting results with your peers? Gain a reputation as a market leader? Or attract clients by displaying your core skills? And who do you want to reach – researchers or consultants?

Answer these questions and you will clarify your approach and the content of your paper.  

Writing a technical paper is not so different from writing an engineering report: 

1. Outline what you want your paper to say. 

2. Make a rough draft by dumping all relevant information into a document. 

3. Define in your first paragraph your paper’s core message – its rationale and objective. 

4. Explain your points, including concrete examples if possible. 

5. End with a discussion of implications, recommendations to your readers, or a call to action, depending on the nature of the topic. 

From here it’s just a matter of refining the content and formatting your paper.

Contact

If you are unsure about the suitability of your proposal or you need further clarification of the criteria, please contact IPENZ Transactions Editor in Chief Lindsay Robertson by emailing lindsay@tech-vantage.com  or phoning 021 240 6863.

